Division of Cardiovascular Sciences of the NHLBI. The purpose of this new column is to facilitate communication between the NHLBI and the community of cardiovascular investigators it supports. We will publish announcements and discussions of new NHLBI initiatives, programs, policies, budget priorities, guidelines, etc. Unlike the "official" announcements of programs/initiatives, The NHLBI Page will provide a forum for a more personal and critical discussion and for addressing issues or concerns that may have arisen after the official announcements were released. Potential topics that would be of high interest to our readership include, for example, NHLBI initiatives/policies for fostering new investigators and for promoting translational research, the Global Health Initiative of the NHLBI, and of course, the outlook for the NIH budget and what it means to investigators. In addition, we plan to publish thought pieces that present the views of NHLBI leaders on topical scientific areas; for example, areas of research that they consider to be of high priority for the NHLBI or are in urgent need of attention. These, too, will be invaluable to our readers. By being exposed to a wide array of proposals and ideas, the NHLBI leadership is in a unique position to offer a broad perspective on important scientific topics that affect the scientific community at large.
